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BEFORB THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMISSION

fn the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its ohrn
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Vüindstream
Nebraska, Inc. Broadband
Grant Request.

BY THE COMMISSION:

Application No. NUSF-99.44

GRANTBD

Entered: June II, 201-9

OPINION AND FINDINGS

By Application fil-ed March L2, 201.9 Vüindstream Nebraska,
Inc. (Vflindstream) seeks high-cost support from the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the application
app9 ared in The Fairbury Journal News and The Daily Record f

Omaha, Nebraskar orr March 20, 2079. No protests or
interventions hrere filed; accordingly, the Commission
processes this application pursuant to its Rule of Modified
Procedure.

Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of eighty-seven
thousand six hundred ninety-four dol-lars ($87, 694.00) for
installation of a ne\^r DSLAM to serve a portion of the eastern
area of the Hebron, Nebraska, ILBC Exchange. After the
project is complete, Vüindstream expects to provide broadband
at speeds of up to 100 Mbps. The speeds will depend on the
l-ocation of the subscriber. Vüindstream estimates that this
project will resul-t in new broadband service to approximately
27 subscribers.

Vüindstream proj ects the tot.al- deployment cost for the
project is $105,838 and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of ç87,694. The difference between the total project costs
and the requested funding is because Vüindstream is not
seekíng funding in the areas funded by the FCC's Connect
America Fund Phase 2 program. Windst.ream is requesting that
the funding for this project be applied against the remaJ-ning
funds all-ocated to Vùindstream.

Vüindstream estimates the project will be completed
within 150 days of application approval. If the project is
approved, ûüindstream wí1I conrnit to providing broadband
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in the project area for a minimumservr_ce
of five

to all households
years.

The Commlssion staff conducted an analysis of, the census
bl-ocks submitted and compared the information against the
Connect America Fund Phase TI eligible areas. The Ccmrnj-ssion
staff also reviewed the census bl-ock information and compared
it to its wirelíne Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC
Form 477 deployment data col-l-ected by the Fcc biannually. The
commission finds that supoort should be granted as requested
by ûrTindstream.

Re ests for Re ur-sement

vüindstream must first make the investment and then may
f il-e a request for reimbursement wj-th the NUSF Department.
Windstream does not need to complete the construction process
prior to seeki-ng rej-mbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department will reimburse ïrtindstream
for capital improvement costs made relative to and as
included in the application filed by the company for theprcjects approved j-n this order. once the invesiment is made,
windstream shal-l fil-e a request for support, provide the NUSF
Department with documentation consistent with Departmentpolicy and shall certify, to the Department that it had made
the described investment' for the provision, maintenance and
upErading of facilities and services in the descÍibed rurâl
areas..

Report ing Requirements:

vüindstream shall f iler orr an annual- basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible tel_ecommunications
carriers (ETCs), the information required "by the commission's
Telecomnunications Ri,il-es pertainíng to ETCs and " the
investment information required by the commission, s order. in
Docket NUSF-66. The report should make clear to the
Commission that l¡rlindstream will- not request nej-mbursement for
equipment where grant money was also recej-ved from another
source. vüindstream shal-l f ile its annual_ report on or before
June l- of each year.

In addition, the Applicant shall-
the approved projects within two (Z)
this Order unl-ess good cause is shown
dat.e.

be required to complete
years from the date of
for a later completion
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The Cpnunission maintains broadband availability data and

updates that information on at l-east an annual basis. As a

cãndition of this support, Windstream must report broadband
availability to the Commiss j-on upon request. Vüindstream must
al-so conf irm that it will not seek duplì-cative support
through the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

- IT IS THERBFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
V[indstream be and it is hereby granted as described herein'

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that windstream shatl- be subject
to all terms and condit'i ons adopted in this Order

BNTERED AND
11th day of June,

COMMISSONERS CONCURRING:

MADE EFFECTIVE
20l.9.

at Lj-ncoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMISSION

YL*ffu-u
Chair

ATTBST:

Executive Director
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